The overall

Who we are

objective:

To protect breastfeeding and
optimal feeding practices as a
key natural resource for food
security and safety and as a
basic women’s right
gBICS CORE PARTNERS

gBICS is supported by Norad
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gBICS is based on the coordinated joint action of two Core Partners:
INTERNATIONAL BABY FOOD ACTION NETWORK – 3

gBICS has also strengthened the global breastfeeding network and contributed to the

IBFAN’s global technical (Global Liaison, International Code

protection of child survival and women rights.

and Codex Alimentarius) offices and 6 regional coordinating
offices (Africa, Afrique, Asia, Latin America and Caribbean.

The combination of the network

Arab World and Oceania) and their national and local

strengths, of its advocacy and constant

community groups, and the

presence at the international level
grounded in the daily work of national

WORLD ALLIANCE FOR BREASTFEEDING ACTION - WABA’s
Secretariat
The International Baby Food Action Network (IBFAN) is
now present in 168 countries and the World Alliance for
Breastfeeding Action (WABA), as a coalition of the main
breastfeeding networks (La Leche League, International
Lactation Consultant Association, Academy of Breastfeeding
Medicine, Wellstart ), is mainstreaming gBICS positions to
a wider audience. gBICS has been consolidated, leading to
important impact in defining global and national policies,
working with governments as well as with various UN
agencies; all this in more than a hundred countries in all
regions of the world.
As a network of more than 273 national organizations, IBFAN
is active at the national level and is coordinated and supported

and local groups allows for sustainability
of gBICS’s work and synergy. It enriches
national policies and actions with
international discussions and positions,
and informs international processes with
clear understanding of people’s needs in
local communities, above all from the
lowest-income countries in their fight
against poverty.
gBICS has united the network’s experience
in advocacy with its social mobilization
capacities into a joint programme that
has supported governments in the

by regional and global technical offices on all continents.

analysis of national situations through

WABA is a coalition of individuals and networks with a large

Breastfeeding Trends initiative tool

capacity for social mobilization. It is the driving force behind

(with documented results in more than

the UN recognized World Breastfeeding Week, celebrated

50 countries so far). WBTi assessments

every year in more than 190 countries with over 1.4 million

are an important tool for governmental,

participants in the last 4 years.

donor agencies and people’s action, and

policy assessment with the WBTi-World

and in emergency situations. Today, gBICS is actively calling the attention of international
organizations and governments to the risks posed by the increasing influence of the
industry in the public policy-making processes. This represents unacceptable conflicts of
interest situations and a serious threat to public interest and environmental protection.
The unique role of IBFAN and WABA, locally and globally, combining their experience in
advocacy, the ‘watch dog’ role of the practices of the infant food industry, and national
lobbying skills, was understood and supported by DGIS in the early stages, first of IBFAN,
then including WABA, later by SIDA and five years ago also by Norad.
The results of gBICS and Norad´s support have been captured year after year in annual
reports. Furthermore, some results are documented in published reports such as the
World Breastfeeding Trends initiative (first in 33 and now in 51 countries), Breaking the
Rules (which contains evidence of industry’s Code violations) and others, like The State
of the Code by Country chart; all are shared globally in the interest of transparency and
as instruments for action among groups.

academics. The laws regulate infant food marketing tactics, providing long-term
protection of children’s and women’s health.
gBICS has consolidated its work as well-recognized high level technical and
political support in the definition of policies and consolidation of national
programmes. gBICS has also developed its advocacy capacity based on IBFAN’s
experience, in influencing the development of global public policies. We are proud
also for gBICS itself to guide its further strategy and action. WBTi is one
of the answers to the poor monitoring and evaluation of IYCF and has been
recognized by WHO, other UN agencies and by governments as oblige key

to say and backed with evidence, that practically all WHA resolutions (14 since
1981) that relate to infant feeding, the Code, and conflicts of interest have been
inspired in their development, technically and strategically with the support of

reference and important tool for follow up action.

IBFAN through efficient work with national delegations. Our contribution has also

gBICS partners with the support of the specialized technical office of

in, year out IBFAN has presented alternative NGO reports resulting in Concluding

IBFAN Penang develop periodic monitoring of the state of the International
Code and national laws based on it, conduct trainings and technical legal
support for the drafting and implementation of national laws and feed off
dynamic participatory processes that have consolidated national groups
for permanent surveillance, uniting community groups, professional and

been key in institutions like the Committee on the Rights of the Child, where year
Observations urging state parties to improve national policies and programmes. In
the Codex Alimentarius Commission our participation for improving standards to
protect consumer health and safety has been well recognized.
IBFAN has also been a key partner in the elaboration of international guidelines,
policy frameworks and capacity building tools on infant feeding in HIV/AIDS context
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